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Sept.- Oct. 2022
Dear Friends:
This month we want to share with you some amazing testimonies of people recently saved in the
churches of some of our Bible college graduates who have started churches recently. These
testimonies have something in common. Each person has a past that left them without hope. But
when they met Jesus, He changed their life. One of the ministries of Iloilo Baptist Church is the
Tragedy Ministry. It is the ministry that I get to oversee and work with. It is patterned after what
Jesus did in looking for people who were going through a tragedy in life and helped them. It is
obvious in reading the gospels that Jesus spent much of his time loving and helping those who had
experienced tragedies like death, sickness, physical disabilities, broken hearts and broken lives. These
people were often overlooked in society but in His eyes, they were often the people most open to the
gospel. Jesus knew where to find people that would listen to Him and nothing has changed since that
time.
LOST HOPE
I am Amy, 33 years old. I live in Negros. I grew up in a
very poor home. Because of that I am only an
elementary graduate. Because I was the oldest of 5, I had
to help my parents a lot. Yet at the young age of 14, I had
an irresponsible drunkard husband who was very
violent. I decided to separate from him in spite of our 4
kids. I cannot sustain to be with him. I am finally living
freely. I believe because of my long depression by living
with him, a large cyst grew in my neck. Now it seems I
cannot carry it anymore. But I haven't LOST HOPE that
I can get an operation.
There is a Baptist Church in our place. The pastor is
Delve Toting. He always invited me to church but I
didn't give him time as my husband prohibits me. Even
our children could not go to Sunday School. When I left
my husband, I went to church. He preached the Word of
God and I received Jesus Christ as my personal Savior. I
am so thankful to God because I received salvation. Now
I am happily living with my 4 children and we are
serving God presently and praying that God may use
someone to help me with my illness. To God be the
glory!
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DEPRESSED AND MISERABLE
My name is Mishelle. I'm 39 years old, the mother of 4
children. My life was SO MEANINGLESS. I had
DEPRESSION. My mental health was affected but I fought
because I had children to feed. My husband was a
drunkard. Our home never knew peace. We are always
fighting. One night I cannot forget - he took a gun and
pointed it to my left ear but the barrel of the gun was
pointing at the wall. He pulled the trigger and the gun fired
but the bullet went to the wall. I thought I was hit. I was
terrified. My left ear was damaged by the loudness. We are
separated now. DEPRESSED AND MISERABLE - how to feed
my children?
One day, someone invited me to church. I was overwhelmed
by the music and my burden was lightened because of the
smiles I saw on people’s faces. Pastor Joeven Labana shared
to me the simple plan of salvation that day - January 16, 2022. I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord
and personal Saviour. I decided to follow Jesus through water baptism. My life was lightened and I
found hope and peace in Jesus. Now I faithfully attend church and serve God. I'm always finding a
way to participate in the church. My older son is 24. I'm praying for him that his heart will be
softened and he'll accept Jesus. Please help me pray.
SO HOPELESS
Never in my whole life did I ask God for help. That was my rubbish motto
before I got saved. Before, seeing people running to God for help seems a
lame excuse for being a failure until I crashed myself in an accident. I
thought it was my last time I would breathe. I was rushed to the
hospital. My mother took care of me. Fortunately, the damage to my body
was restored after rehab.
While there, a group of people are visiting patients and giving them tracts
and listening to their problems and sharing the words of hope. After my
accident I gave room to hear the Gospel. A young lady came near me and
asked if I need anything and if I have company. My mother went out to get money for medicine. The
girl asked me if it is ok to talk for a while. I don't have anyone to talk to. Maybe it would be nice. She
opened her Bible and asked me questions like where will my soul be after death? Do I believe in
God? All I said was, "I don't know. After my accident, things seem SO HOPELESS. I have
nothing. At least I have my mother."
Jesus was all I needed but I never realized that because I was so focused with myself. Jesus was the
peace and real happiness which I tried to find in bars and girls and drinks with friends. I thank God
that I had that accident. I was there 3 weeks. God gave me time to think of Him, time to realize that I
was a sinner who needed rest in my heart. That moment the lady helped me pray and accept
Christ. That day I promised myself and God that I will change the way I live. I thank that lady for
sharing the most important thing our soul needs.
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I USED TO FIGHT PEOPLE
I am Wilma, a wife and mother who recently accepted Christ
as my personal Saviour. I was once a woman who easily gets
upset and mad with little things. I USED TO FIGHT PEOPLE
with nonsense matters and have experienced physical fights
just because of my temper. My husband and my children were
even engaged with some fights that I had. It seems like I don't
want to lose any argument. It came to the point that I realized
it wasn't good. It was a bad reputation and testimony.
It was time I accepted Christ as my Saviour. I was invited to
attend Grace Baptist Church. As I listened to the preaching of
the Word of God, I can't help but absorb the words that I am
hearing. I felt like a patient being treated, but in a spiritual
aspect. As the pastor preached about salvation through Christ,
I feel I am being pulled. That's when I knew God is working to
change the old person I am. I accepted Christ and repented of
sins I made. I even approached several people that I had
fought with and apologized to them for what I've done. I can
see big changes in me and prayed to God that my husband and
children would get to know Christ also. By constant prayer and the help of Pastor Kirk Regacho, my
husband accepted Christ as Saviour and is going with me to church every Sunday.
My prayer now is that God will also work on my children and touch their heart that they may also
know Christ as Savior. I hope God will answer my prayer so as a whole family we will be in Heaven
someday. I thank God for Heaven, and for salvation through Christ, and for using Grace Baptist
Church as an instrument that me and my husband received eternal life. Looking forward to know
more about Christ!
We are so thankful that God has used the pastors here in the Philippines to lead their churches to
reach out like Jesus did and help those who are in seemingly hopeless circumstances. We are also
thankful for the churches and individuals who have invested their time, resources and prayers in the
Lord's work here in the Philippines.
God bless,

Rick & Becky Martin

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 88
5000 Iloilo City
Philippines

Mission Board:
BIMI
P.O. Box 9
Harrison, TN 37341
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Dear Friends,
Here is part 2 of our letter:
1. POLICE APPRECIATION SERVICE
We have not been able to have our annual event honoring the police officers of our city and region since
December 2019. Late last year I went to the Iloilo Provincial Police Office and talked to the Director Police
Colonel Gilbert Gorero. We have been friends and partners in many events like public schools since 2013. He
encouraged me to start planning because it was likely that special events like that would be permitted before too
long. When we saw that Philippine Independence Day, which is celebrated on June 12 each year, was a Sunday
we decided to have it on that day. June 12 is the most patriotic day in the Philippines like the 4th of July is for
Americans. We invited LT. General Cesar Binag who had recently retired from the Philippine National Police
to come and be our special guest.

Gen. Binag, above on the right, became our regional director a few years ago. When he became the director, he
required the 13,000 police officers in our region to come to the new shooting range and be tested for their
proficiency.
Before they would go to shoot, Gen. Binag would have one of the pastors on our staff and another Baptist pastor
go through the plan of salvation with all the police officers. About 12,000 of the 13,000 officers were able to
hear the gospel that way. Our present Regional Director Brig. General Flynn Dongbo, pictured above on the
left, is a Baptist and did much to bring about 250 officers to the service.
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One time when Gen. Binag attended our
church I asked him what his
favorite song was and he kind of
surprised me when he said, "Jesus
Loves Me." When the service started that
night, we had one of the children
in our church, Jay Frans, sing that song
(pictured left). He is wearing
the same police uniform as the Chief of
the Philippine National Police.
When Binag retired he was the third in
command of the PNP as the Deputy
Chief and head of operations.
Although Gen. Binag is a police officer
he was trained at the Philippine Military
Academy.

Below on the left is Captain Randy Alog who grew up in our church. He also went to the PMA and is in the
army. Randy is a soul winner and has reached many soldiers in the Philippine Army with the gospel.
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Gen Dongbo brought 29 members of his senior staff; we had them come up first.

All of the police officers who attended that night are pictured below:
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The Patriot Award was given to Gen.
Dongbo for his 30 plus years of service. It
was appropriate that on the most patriotic
day of the year that he received this award.
We also gave an award to General
Binag. The officer on the right is the
Deputy Regional Director, Brig. Gen.
Archival Macala.
The persons on the left of me in the picture
(bottom left) are the wife and son of Col.
Marlon Tayaba. He died in February
2020. They are holding a replica of the
memorial we made that is displayed
outside the radio studio. He was the
commanding officer of the Elite Police force
that joined the Army in fighting the ISIS
terrorists who destroyed the city of
Marawi. The National Telecommunications
Commission asked us to start a radio station
there since there were none after the
war. After his duty in Marawi City Col.
Tayaba became our Provincial Police
Commander.
We went to him to get advice on how to
start a radio station in the Muslim city. He
gave us security guidelines to follow which
is one thing that has made it possible to start
a station. He also advised us how to
approach and gain support from the mayor
of Marawi City and the Governor of the
Autonomous Region of Mindanao.
This past December our staff were able to
gain the full support of the mayor
and governor. Col. Tayaba also taught us
how to win the hearts of the people of the
city by having events for the neediest
families. In December we had programs
for some of the poorest people in
Marawi City. We are so grateful for his
help. I was able to visit him in the hospital
the day he died. We owe a debt to him.
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The most important part of the program each year is honoring and remembering those police officers who died
in police operations. Ten families attended the service. Below is a mother and two widows of police officers
killed in the Line of Duty receiving an award.

Each year there are not only police officers who receive Christ
as Savior but also members of families of those who died in the
line of duty who receive our Lord as their Savior.

In this picture below, you can see the families on the platform.
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Below is Gen. Flynn Dongbo addressing the officers and our church.

Below is Gen. Cesar Binag also addressing the police and church.

Our members sacrifice to make this event something that will encourage our police officers and to open their
hearts for the Lord. There are so many police officers in our city and region who know Christ as their Savior.
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Below is a meal the church had for the officers after the service.

2. Gene Sharp and his family are here in the Philippines for 3 weeks and in our next prayer letter will give an
update on the radio ministry. Please pray for all the new stations Bro. Sharp is setting up.
3. It has been almost a year since we found out Becky had cancer. The treatment she is taking is for 2 years and
so far, she has done very well as far as being disciplined to follow the daily schedule. I know I couldn't do
it. We are so grateful for each of you that are praying for her. You will never know how much it means to both
of us.
God bless,
Rick and Becky Martin
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