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RICK & BECKY MARTIN
Missionaries in Iloilo City, Philippines since 1977
Iloilo Baptist Church/Iloilo Baptist College
Dear Friends:
Sometimes Christians minimize the impact that gospel tracts can have on unbelievers. Gospel tracts are a way to get
the gospel to people who may be interested but not willing to hear the gospel directly from a person. It is also a way to
approach people with the gospel personally by first giving them something to read. In this newsletter are two
school teachers who came to know the precious Savior through a gospel tract. Take for example John, a high school
teacher who was approached by one of the graduates of Iloilo Baptist Church with a tract:
John (Below)
My name is JOHN; I'm 44 years old. I am a high school
teacher. One Saturday morning a young man came to our
house. We have a small store in our house and he wanted to
buy some eggs and oil. After he paid, he handed me a small
piece of paper. I asked him what it was and he said, "A gospel
tract. It tells God's plan - how we can go to Heaven."
I had so many experiences with religious groups but that
morning it seems I felt so different. I asked him if he could tell
me about it. He explained it to me clearly. While listening I
said to myself, "This is different from those others who talked
to me. This is really true." That moment I admitted that I am a
sinner and decided to accept Jesus as my Savior.
Thank you, Jesus for your love! The following Sunday I
attended the church service since he invited me to
attend. That was the starting point of my new life. Now my
whole family comes to church because we have Jesus in our
hearts.
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The second testimony is of a young pastor who came to the Lord by reading a tract and the impact that had on reaching
others through tracts including another schoolteacher.
Pastor Renz (Left)
I am Renz; I just graduated from Sibalom School of Scripture under the direction of
Pastor Solomon, a graduate of Iloilo Baptist College. My family are farmers. My Mom
and Dad still work in the rice field to support themselves. I was taught to work at a
young age... under the blazing sun in the rice field. My parents were devoted Catholic
because of family traditions passed down. I never attended Sunday school or children's
ministry. We barely go to church on Sunday because my parents preferred to work even
on Sunday. During my teen years I had vices - alcohol and smoking. I got into gang
fights. The gangs were tough and brutal. A friend invited me to join. I never mentioned
it to my parents. I quit school at age 15 and ran away. The stories I heard from the gang
were evil and I became afraid. I knew if I told anyone I'd regret it. I knew something
would happen to me.

One day I was sitting in the
plaza. A tall man handed me
a gospel tract. He opened the
Bible and talked about God, sin,
death, and salvation. He asked
"Are you ready to die any
moment?" I asked, "Would God
accept me as I am?" He showed
me a verse that said that God will
not reject those that come to
Him. At that moment, God gave
me a second chance to
change. He used this man who
later became my pastor and
mentor to know the Lord and serve Him. He offered me a chance to join a Bible school even though I never graduated
from high school. After 4 years of training, I graduated. I am starting a pioneering work - I have Bible studies each week
and a children's ministry every Saturday. Please pray for the work that God will prosper and more souls will come to the
Lord.
Pictured here is a school teacher, Pamela, who accepted Christ as her savior after
receiving a tract from Pastor Renz.
My name is Pamela; I'm 28 years old. I got saved after a preacher came to our
school giving out gospel tracts. I was working as a teacher in elementary school. After
a long and busy day, checking my students' school work, I was on my way out of the
school building. Pastor Renz stood outside the gate, giving out gospel tracts to people
passing by. I walked by and he bade me good afternoon and handed me a gospel
tract.
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I asked, "What's this all about?"
He said "A free gospel tract you can read while going home."
I replied, "I mean why are you wasting your time trying to
give these when no one is interested to read?"
He said, "Even if no one will read this, I still believe in Hell and
it is my duty to warn people whether they will listen or not."
I was silent. Then he asked me if I believed there was Hell. I
asked myself what if there is one? He explained to me what
was written on the gospel tract and I can see he is sincere
while talking about the Bible. I realized Hell is not prepared
for mankind but because of sin people will go there. At that
moment I received Christ as my Savior. I can't explain how I
feel though I'm tired from work -- I felt relieved to know that I
have assurance of salvation. I thanked the Lord for the gift of
salvation through His Son. Praise God for what He has done.
Normalyn (Below)
My name is Normalyn. While I was working in Manila, there were a lot of people preaching in the
streets and market. Some are passing out tiny pieces of paper (gospel tracts). I usually don't mind
them because I'm thinking of heavy traffic while going back to the house where I work as a
housekeeper. After 2 1/2 years I went home and got married. One day Pastor Alvin came to our
place. His church was near our home. He was going to every home, also passing out those tiny
pieces of paper - just like I saw in Manila. I told him I already received that paper before. He said,
"It's not just a paper." The words were in English. I didn't understand it well.
He asked, "Do you want to go to
Heaven?
I said, "Of course. Everybody does."
He said, "Why would God allow you into
Heaven?"
I said, "It depends on God."
He said, "God is perfect. Even a tiny sin
is not allowed in Heaven. Haven't you
sinned?"
I said "Of course. Who hasn't?"
He said, "Then you cannot go to
Heaven."
I asked, "How can that be? I thought
God is merciful."
He then explained everything to me about Jesus - the humble Savior who gave Himself on the cross for sinners like
me. The only way to escape Hell is to accept God's only Son. That afternoon I accepted Jesus as my Savior. Our
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Barangay only has a Catholic Chapel. We are happy our Barangay Caption permitted us to build a church on open land. I
help with some work at church but I have a baby. I always bring my baby to church. My husband is supportive of my
devotion to God. I pray God will also touch the heart of my husband to get saved.
James (Below)
My name is James. I belong to a poor family who are devoted Roman
Catholic. There were many graven images in our house. I always saw my
mother cleaning them. That's how we love our idols. Before the pandemic we
were always present at every activity of the Church. I have friends and we are
always drinking. We became a problem to society. One day a group of people
from a Baptist Church had their gospel tract distribution. A pastor handed me
a gospel tract. He asked if he could talk to me and I said, "Ok." Pastor Cris
explained the plan of salvation to me. Before if someone would preach I didn't
listen but when Pastor Cris told me the plan of salvation I gave full attention. I
fully understood I was a sinner, wretched, and bound to go to Hell. Glory be to
God for the Gospel He brought to me in May 2021! I accepted Christ as Savior!
Now I'm faithfully attending that Baptist church and being faithful in God's
vineyard.

Rene (left)
My name is Rene; I have a wife and 3 kids. The greatest thing that happened to me is the
day I got saved. One day I was preparing to attend a birthday party of one of my friends
when Pastor Reymark Baga came to our house. He handed me a small folded paper called
a gospel tract. He asked if I could give him a little time so he could tell me what it was
about. I read it and told him, "You are a pastor trying to recruit me to become a Baptist."
He answered me with a smile, "I'm not recruiting you. I just want to help you understand
the message from the gospel tract."
I let him tell me about the gospel tract. As he explained it I felt something really
different. When he asked me if I was sure of going to Heaven I said, "No." He asked if I'm
willing to receive Christ as Savior and I did and so did my wife! I'm so grateful to Pastor
Baga for his love for us and telling us the truth about the Bible - especially the free gift of
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salvation. I'm now one of his volunteers for gospel tract distribution. Because of this small folded paper, I was reached
by the grace of God.

Please pray that the people of this country will keep their hearts
open to the Lord.
Part 2 of this letter is coming soon. Thank you all so much for
your continued prayers and financial support.

God bless,

Rick and Becky Martin

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 88
5000 Iloilo City
Philippines

Mission Board:
BIMI
P.O. Box 9
Harrison, TN 37341
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RICK & BECKY MARTIN
Missionaries in Iloilo City, Philippines since 1977
Iloilo Baptist Church/Iloilo Baptist College
6/19/22

Dear Friends,
Here is Part 2 of our May-June prayer letter:
1. Bible Distribution
Pastors who attend the annual Pastors and Workers Conference always
look forward to the Bible distribution. If there is one thing, they can
never get enough of it is Bibles. We are so grateful to BEAMS Bible of
Gulfport, Mississippi, Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, Oliver
Springs, Tennessee, and some generous individuals who make this
possible each conference. Over 10,000 Bibles were distributed which
included both English and Ilonggo Bibles. This conference in March was
for pastors only but we are still planning the regular Pastor and Workers
Conference in early October and plan to have another Bible distribution.

2. Summer Youth Fellowships
We are having 24 Summer Youth Fellowships which are mini-camps. The one below had 502 young
people. Most camps would have about 100 campers.
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This camp was up in the mountains of Capiz province.

Night Service at this camp in Capiz

The last night they had a large bonfire where the young people shared
their testimonies of how God spoke to their hearts during the camp.
Many campers made decisions on their knees. A lot
of them made a decision to go into full time
Christian service and go to Bible College.
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Camp of Rey Omallao up in the mountains of Antique province. He said he had 400 campers that week.

Some brought their own tents.

3. Radio Ministry News
Gene Sharp and his family are planning to come in the next couple of months and we are very excited. He
plans to spend most of his time in the Manila area doing some work on the station in Paranaque as well as start
building the studios in San Pedro Laguna, Santa Maria, Bulacan and Quezon City. Please pray for his trip.
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On the night Senator Manny Pacquaio spoke to the
pastors he also visited the radio station and gave a
Bible message on the radio and also did a station
ID. Here are a few pictures from that.

Praying for the people of Iloilo City.

Senator Pacquiao was very interested in starting a station in Borongan, one of the cities on the east coast that
was destroyed by the typhoon in 2013. He knows and trusts an independent Baptist missionary in that
area. Please pray the Lord will help that area to have a radio station. Here is a design we just made for people
to pray for the people there.
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4. Easter Passion Play
The Lord blessed the annual
passion play. We had planned four
nights during Easter week but
Brother Mario, one of our staff
members, got very sick one day. He
plays the part of Jesus and we
always knew if he got sick it would
be very hard to have the
program. The workers brought as
many of the visitors who had
planned to come that night on
Sunday night. It all ended up ok as
there were more than 1800 first
time visitors.
Pictured above is Brother Mario
during the 2nd night acting out the
Last Supper. The situation of not
being able to have the service
without the person playing the part
of Jesus made me realize that
without Jesus we are nothing
and can do nothing.
Pictured right are some of the people
who stood at the invitation to receive
Christ as their Savior. The people
are still very open to the Lord.

There was a flood so a lot of flood
victims and also fire victims from a
recent fire came to the musical.
Pictured right, the workers are
preparing food for each of those
families who came.
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5. Helping the Needy in Our City
The effect of Covid-19 on the economy has
hurt many people in our city who have lost
their jobs. In addition to that, there was a flood
in our city and several fires the past 2 months,
which gave our church the opportunity to help
people with food and supplies.
Left is a picture of a neighborhood where we
decided to give groceries. About 200 children
and 100 adults who were in great need of food
were helped. At these events we also give the
plan of salvation to those who attend.

As mentioned, there was a flood not too far from our
church and a large number of families lost their homes.
Pictured right is a few of the victims of this flood.

Jack Tupaz is one of the staff members of IBC and has a big heart for people like this. Below he is sharing the
gospel to a group of mothers who lost their homes. Now some of them will have a new home in heaven.
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Brother Jack, below, is preaching to a group of children before giving them food.

7. Update on Becky
Becky has been doing Gerson Therapy for 6 months now. Thanks so much to those of you who pray for her and
help her. We are so grateful. She juices about 20 lbs. of organic food daily. There have been some ups and
downs but she has been such a good example to me. Although apart, we just celebrated our 49th wedding
anniversary on June 3rd.
For years I have not traveled much because I almost always get sick from it. Most of the time I can weather it
at home but I've been in the hospital five or six times as well. Right now, going back and forth to the US and
spending one month there and one month in the Philippines has been a challenge. On my last trip back to the
Philippines I was sick for about a week. I believe that this is what God wants me to do but would appreciate
your prayers that God would give me wisdom and strength. It is nothing compared to what Becky is facing but
it is making it complicated to do this.
Becky and I are thankful for so many churches and individuals who have helped the Lord's work here in the
Philippines.
God bless,
Rick & Becky Martin

Mailing address:
P.O. Box 88
5000 Iloilo City
Philippines

Mission Board:
BIMI
P.O. Box 9
Harrison, TN 37341

