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RICK & BECKY MARTIN 
Missionaries in Iloilo City, Philippines since 1977 

Iloilo Baptist Church/Iloilo Baptist College 

 

Dear friends, 

Raffy Cino, (right) graduated from Iloilo Baptist College in 2020.  Several 

months after graduating he started a church in Janiuay Iloilo.  Being a young 

pastor has helped him be able to reach young men.  The testimonies I have 

read about his converts are so interesting because they show how God can 

use someone who has a compassionate heart for those who have made 

mistakes in their lives.  The name of his church, Hope Fundamental Baptist 

Church is appropriate as the Lord has used Pastor Cino to show those without 

much hope how Jesus can bring hope to their life. 

Here are three testimonies: 

"The Chicken Thief"  

 

The first testimony is about a young man named Bryan who got caught stealing a 

chicken from a neighbor. 

"I am Bryan.  I am now 23 years of age.  I was raised Catholic.  My mother taught 

me how to be good because it is the way to go to heaven according to her.  My 

father died when I was young.  My mother raised us by farming.  I saw my 

mother's labor in the farm just to raise us and in order to provide food for us.   

When I became a teenager, I became a troublemaker in our Barangay because of 

vices.  My happiness is to hurt somebody.  If I saw an animal, sometimes, I will kill 

it for happiness.  One day, we stole a chicken from our neighbor together with my 

friends.  The next day, I was shocked because the Captain called us to the 

Barangany Hall because someone told him that we stole the chicken.  My mother 

was very sad when she knew what we did.  We were marked as thieves in our 

barangay.   

Three weeks after, my mother paid the chicken that we stole.  After a month of 

cooling down, Pastor Raffy Cino knocked in our door and I let him in.  I thought he is trying to sell something but he is a 

pastor and he shared the Lord Jesus Christ.  At that time, my heart melted because I knew that I am a sinner and I will go 

to hell but Pastor Raffy told me that if will accept Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour, my sins will be forgiven and I will 

go to Heaven.  So, I received the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Pastor Raffy encouraged me to attend church and not steal chickens anymore.  My mother can't believe that my life has 

been changed.  I am so happy about the transformation that happened in my life.  I thank God for the life of Pastor Raffy 

because he was used by God as an Instrument of my salvation.  Now, I am faithful in going to church.  I even brought my 

mom to church and we worship the Lord together in the beauty of holiness." 

  

mailto:martinsiloilo@gmail.com


March-April 2022 (Part 1)      martinsiloilo@gmail.com 
 

"The Rude Cousin" 

The second testimony is about Pastor Raffy Cino's cousin Ariel, 

who had an attitude problem. 

"I am Ariel B. Cino from Janiuay Iloilo.  I am 19 years old.  My 

parents being Roman Catholic raised me and they taught me to do 

good in order to be saved.  My parents are both farmers and they 

raised us by farming.  Because of poverty, my parents told me to 

stop my schooling when I was high school and help them on the 

farm.  I was so mad because I wanted to study but my parents 

force me to work on the farm.  

Because of that, I rebelled to my parents. They were not able to 

stop me doing vices.  Sometimes, I went home drunk and told my 

parents that I want to go to school.  Sometimes, my parents told 

me to work on the farm but I disobeyed them.  I was so 

hardheaded to my parents because of rebellion.   

My second cousin graduated and came to our place to start a 

pioneering church (Pastor Raffy Cino.). One day as he was passing 

by, I called him and asked him some sarcastic questions but I was 

shocked that he answered me well.  He asked me a question that I 

cannot answer, "If you died today, are you sure that you will be going to heaven?"  I was not able to answer him because 

in my mind, I'm thinking, "I'm young.   Will I die?"  He asked if I had time to listen.   

I listened to him and explained the plan of salvation to me and I did receive Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior.   

I'm so grateful to God for using Pastor Raffy Cino .  He enlightened me about the Word of God.  The Lord God convicted 

me---it is not good to rebel against my parents.  Pastor Raffy Cino taught me how to be used by God.  By God's grace, I'm 

able to work with my cousin (and also my pastor) in the place where he is now laboring.  May the Lord God bless us all." 

Pictured below- Pastor Cino baptizing in the river. 
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Pictured right, Pastor Cino at 

his church service. 

"The Prodigal Son Who Hurt 

His Mother" 

"I am Roland.  My parents 

raised us through working on 

the farms of other people.  Our 

parents are so poor. In spite of 

poverty, my father was a 

drunkard.  He always argues 

with my mother.  My mother 

was so patient and 

understandable to my father.  

She worked hard for us in 

order to have our daily needs.   

When I finished my 

elementary, I decided to be 

independent to my parents.  I 

worked hard and pursued and 

finished my high school days without my parents' help.  When I finished my high school, I decided to leave home because 

I can't find peace at home because of my father.  

I went to my friends and abode with them two years.  I spent time with my friends hoping that they could give me peace 

of mind when I am with them.  Being with my friends were the worst days of my life.  They taught me how to smoke, 

drink whiskey, and illegal drugs.  We became known in our Barangay as addicts.  One day, we don't have money to buy 

drugs.  I went home and stole the piggy bank of my mother because I know my parents and my sister was not home.  I 

know that my mother works hard for that piggy bank to save money for my sister's school bills.  But because we were 

addicts, we did things just to get drugs.   

After many days my mother knew that I stole her piggy bank.  She was very angry to me.  I'm ashamed in the front of my 

friends because my mother is embarrassed. me.  I was high.  Without thinking, I slapped the face of my mother, She cried 

and went home.  I was so upset and mourned over what I did to my mother.  I was thinking how could I do that to my 

beloved mother.  Why can't I control myself?  What happened to me?  These questions were bothering me.  When my 

father knew what I did to my mother, he was very angry.  He was planning to kill me if I go home. 

I was hopeless and miserable during that time.  I don't know what to do.  During the worst time in my life God did 

something and sent someone to be the turning point of my life.  When I was in my friend's house, someone knocked at 

the door.  When I opened it, there was a young pastor smiling at me and gave me a gospel tract.  He said, can I share 

what is written in that tract.?  He began to share the Word of God and explained the plan to salvation to me and I 

received Jesus Christ as my personal Savior.  After soul winning, I cried and said, how I wish that the Word of God was 

reached before I ruined the relationship between me and my parents.  I begged Pastor Raffy Cino to help me to ask 

forgiveness to my parents because of what I did to my mother.  Pastor Raffy helped me appreciate my parents and ask 

forgiveness and he gained the heart of my parents and they forgave me and welcomed me again as their child.  After a 

few days, Pastor Raffy Cino went back to our house and spent time with my family and taught and shared the Word of 

God to them and they received Jesus Chrsit as their personal Savior.  
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I am happy and joyfully serving our Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour with my family.  I am so grateful to God for using Pastor 

Cino to be his way to our salvation.  I'm giving back the honor and glory to our Almighty God." 

Pictured Below: Roland receiving Christ as Savior! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for the countless young men in this country who need the Lord like these young men did. 

God bless, 

Rick and Becky Martin 

Part 2 will be coming soon. 

 

 

 

Mailing address:        Mission Board: 
P.O. Box 88         BIMI 
5000 Iloilo City        P.O. Box 9 
Philippines         Harrison, TN 37341 
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RICK & BECKY MARTIN 
Missionaries in Iloilo City, Philippines since 1977 

Iloilo Baptist Church/Iloilo Baptist College 

 
Here is part 2 of the March - April 2022 newsletter 
 
 
1.  Pastors Conference 
 
On March 29-30, our church held its 40th 
Pastors Conference. 
 
Our main speaker was Eddie Gerodias 
who spoke 3 times.  He was one of the  
first graduates of Missionary Bob Hughes' 
Bible College.  This conference was 
postponed several times because of the 
pandemic.  We invited pastors from our 
region of the country as there are still 
restrictions here in domestic travel. 
 
The response at Tuesday's service during 
the invitation for pastors after the 
message of Pastor Gerodias was very 
good. 
 
After the service we honored two 
speakers. Pastor Gerodias has been a pastor for more than 45 years and has had cancer for 
about 10 years. He is weak. During the offering we had him sit while hundreds of pastors came to the 
front and walked by and gave him an offering. 
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We had an alumnus meeting the day after the conference and there were many IBC 
graduates/pastors there. 

 
During the alumni meeting the pastors divide up 
by geographical groups to spend time planning 
how to start new churches. 
 
Senator Manny Pacquiao, the famous Filipino 
boxer, spoke Wednesday night. When I first 
came to the Philippines, I never dreamed there 
would be someone like him who had already won 
the hearts of the Filipino people and then would 
accept Jesus Christ as his Savior and then would 
be unashamed to let everyone know that Jesus 

was first in his life.  He spoke about "Revering 
the Name of Jesus."  He showed me his message 
before he spoke and asked me if it was ok. He first 
spoke about taking the Lord's name in vain. He 
then said that when people claim they are 
Christians but others don't see Jesus in their life 
they are not honoring His name. 
 
I will never forget an interview of him before the 
Thurman fight in 2019 where he defeated the 
unbeaten champion. The reporters were asking 
him about the fight except one reporter asked this very profound question: 
   "When all is said and done in your career as a boxer, what do you want people to remember you 
by?" He thought a moment and said, “What I want people to remember me is not what I have 
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accomplished as a boxer but the way I have inspired people and the way I treat people."  I believe 
that is the way people will remember him.  

 
After the service we ate in our 
home.  After supper Manny 
Pacquaio asked if he could pray 
for me. That was humbling. He 
is running for President and only 
the Lord knows his future but 
please pray for him. He is 
humble, and a friend to the 
people that Jesus emphasized 
we reach; the poor, the 
forgotten, and the lonely. He has 
given most of the money he has 
made in boxing to 
help others.     
 
 
 
2. New Ministry 
 
In February, three of our staff members started a new ministry where our workers go with police 
officers and social service workers at night to serve as counselors for people who are in trouble with 
the law.  
 
This might include calls to homes where there is domestic violence and also minors who get into 
trouble.   
 
 
 
 

mailto:martinsiloilo@gmail.com


March-April 2022 (Part 2)      martinsiloilo@gmail.com 

 
 
Our worker on the right is talking about the problem 
with a social worker and getting  
ready to counsel a lady in trouble. 
 
Below the police are talking to a minor who is in 
trouble. The police and social workers would rather 
solve these problems with counselors who are 
effective than legal action. It opens the door for us to 
go back to the homes and win the family to Christ. 

 
It is very easy to work with the police because 
they are from our own precinct and we know 
them. Please pray we can use this open door 
to reach more people for the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.  Reaching Families in Iloilo City 
 
In previous newsletters we have 
mentioned the special nights at 
Iloilo Baptist Church where we have 
provided food for the poorest people in our 
city who have been most affected by 
Covid-19. The workers of Iloilo Baptist 
Church are now running jeepney routes in 
14 new areas where we did this. Most of 
these visitors are allowed to only come 
to the Sunday night service because of 
seating restrictions which are still in 
place. On an average over 300 more 
people are attending Sunday services 
each week from these new routes. This 
route below is in a place called Lanit and 
was started by Becky about 8 months ago. 
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4. Reaching Children in Our Neighborhood. 
 
For a long time, we have not been able to use public transportation to bring children to church 
(without parents) like we did pre-covid. Recently we have started having children in our neighborhood 
walk in to services which we have on Saturday. It has been hard to go so long without being able to 
see the many children who were faithful to Junior Church as well as Awana. This is just the first step 
to getting back to where we were with the children's ministry before covid restrictions.  

 
5.  Visit to Our Sending Church 
 
Recently I was able to visit my sending church. It was such a blessing to see the wonderful spirit 
there. Pastor John Wilkerson is the pastor of the First Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana. He is a 
wonderful Christian. I was also able to visit Hyles-Anderson College where Becky and I attended in 
the 1970's. There is a great spirit in the college and I was touched to see how God is using 
the students.  
 

To the left is a picture of Pastor Wilkerson 
who did some interviews on the radio with 
me. He is a natural at broadcasting and 
works hard at it. That Sunday afternoon I 
watched him do five segments of his 
program "Grace to Grow." 
 
Right now, I am only going to churches that 
are within two hours of where Becky and I 
are staying for a couple of reasons. I am 
going back and forth to and from the US 
and the Philippines and spending about 4-5 
weeks in each place.   
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6.  Easter Passion Play 
 
We are having 4 nights of this during Easter 
week. Last year we had 5 but we are going to be 
able to have more people each night this year as 
our capacity is more now. We have learned the past 
two years how to use the reservation of seats to 
reach more people and make the service more 
effective. Looking back, I can see how it should help 
us in the future. Please pray for this event 
that it will bring many people to our Lord. This is the 
18th year of this event. 
 
 
7. I was able to visit Dr. Russell Anderson while in the US. He is doing better and we are so 
thankful for that. Please continue to pray for him. 
 
 
8. New Bible College 
 
Another graduate of Iloilo 
Baptist College, Pastor Melchor 
Herica, has started a Bible 
College in a strategic city in the 
Philippines. Tacloban City is the 
place where General Douglas 
MacArthur landed in the 
Philippines where he made 
good on his promise, "I Shall 
Return."  Becky's dad was 
in the Leyte landing back in 
World War II.  It is also the city 
that was destroyed 
by Typhoon Yolanda in 
2013. Most of the more than 
6000 people who died in that 
storm were from Tacloban. For years I have prayed that Brother Herida would start a Bible College as 
he is one of the best graduates out of Iloilo Baptist College. Pictured above, are children lining up to 
go to his church. 
 
 
9.  Update on Becky 
 
Becky had some tests two weeks ago in Wisconsin and sent the results to her doctor. He said that 
her TSH is low but basically to stay on the same schedule. TSH is Thyroid Stimulating Hormone. She 
is very disciplined doing her organic juicing regimen. The Gerson Therapy takes about 2 years so she 
is still in the beginning part of it and it may take some time to see progress. 
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Below is Ava, our granddaughter, helping Becky juice carrots and apples. 
 

 
Our other granddaughter, Charlotte, also helped. 
 
 
 
 

 
We are so grateful to so many praying for Becky. We 
want to thank the many people who have helped us 
during this time. 
 

God bless, 

Rick and Becky Martin 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mailing address:         Mission Board: 
P.O. Box 88          BIMI 
5000 Iloilo City         P.O. Box 9 
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Philippines          Harrison, TN 37341 
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